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Heinnch von Menzel laughed with great good nature,
and then groaned heavily with abrupt transition to gloomy
thoughts
* All the same, my poor Germany is in a bad way because
of French mtranstgeance \ our newspapers talk of imposing
'sanctions' because we have failed to fulfil the reparation
clauses of the Treaty down to the last letter 'Sanctions
What does that mean? I cannot believe that France will
occupy the Ruhr It would be a mortal blow to German
industry and life It would prevent us from paying any
reparations It would inflame the hatred of the \\hole
people
Gati&res shrugged his shoulders slightly
Newspaper talk ' he said c Those journalists f I do
not believe a word of all that It is inconceivable
Heinnch von Menzel looked relieved
I am glad to hear you say so I am very broad-minded,
as you know I have an admiration for French intelligence—
in spite of everything But, frankly, I should be enraged—
I should lose my self control—I should abandon all regard
for France, if such an outrage were committed upon German
pride and industry
"It won t happen," said Gatieres calmly "It is a canard
in the Press They scribble this stuff in the Caf6 Napolitain *
'That is true, agreed Heinnch von Menzel Journalism
is one of the curses of the modern world I think the devil
is a newspaper propnetor with his head office in Paris "
"That seems to me a good theory," said Gati&res, with
amusement But with branch offices in Berlin He is an
internationalist, this Monsieur le DiabU
He heard Fraulem Ina laughing in the hall outside
She was taking the old lady up to bed That promised
conversation would be unfulfilled
"Gute Jfackt und besten Dank "
It was past eleven when he left the library, waiting for a.
moment while Herr von Menzel switched off the

